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Berlin, 17.11.2022 
 
 
Preventing a ban on compostable plastics and supporting bio-based content in the 
review of the PPWD 
 
Dear President von der Leyen, 
Dear Executive Vice-President Dombrovskis, 
Dear Commissioner Breton, 
 
We, the undersigned representatives of the bioplastics industry, are writing to raise a 
particular concern about the upcoming revision of the PPWD and its implications for the 
fast-developing bio-based and compostable packaging industry which accounts for a 
market worth of 51 billion Euro to the EU economy whilst employing around 150,000 
people in the EU 27. 
 
Specifically, we ask for the proposal to: 
 

• Ensure a level playing field for all existing recycling solutions, including those 
consisting of secondary raw materials different from the original primary raw 
material. 

• Avoid any bans on solutions that can support Europe’s ability to reach higher 
circularity rates and therefore continue to provide bio-based compostable 
packaging, endorsed 28 years ago by the original Directive 94/62/EC with 
unrestricted access to the single market. 

• Recognise and promote the uptake of bio-based polymers in packaging, replacing 
fossil-based virgin material, especially in contact-sensitive packaging, where 
recycled content is currently not a viable option.  

• Consider bio-based content as equivalent contribution to recycled content targets. 
. . . 

To 
President von der Leyen 
Executive Vice President Commissioner 
Valdis Dombrovskis 
Commissioner Internal Market  
Thierry Breton 
European Commission 
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We, along with multiple businesses and governments across the world, have united behind 
a vision with concrete 2025 targets for a circular economy for packaging. We are fully 
aligned with the European Green Deal objectives to reach carbon neutrality by 2050 and 
are committed to reaching “100% reusable, recyclable and compostable plastic 
packaging” by that date. To reach these objectives, it is key for policymakers to provide an 
enabling regulatory and policy landscape.  
 
Addressing the plastic waste challenge and meeting ambitious targets requires from us to 
be able to select and choose between well-established packaging materials and the best 
novel technologies. Thus, we need to both further expand and enhance existing recycling 
technologies as well as test, study, and embrace promising new packaging 
materials/solutions. A wide scope ban on compostable plastic packaging would 
immediately close the door on such a technology, which was originally opened by the 
European Union creating new European industries and even an Extended Producer 
Responsibility consortium in Italy.  
 
A ban of compostable packaging as well as the reluctance to support the uptake of bio-
based polymers to substitute fossil-based virgin material, which will always be needed no 
matter how much the recycling processes may advance, would freeze any further research 
and investments into this new space, also potentially in applications other than packaging, 
and would in effect shut down this industry in Europe. Four of the largest producers of 
bioplastics – plastics which are bio-based, biodegradable, or both – in the EU (BASF, 
TotalEnergies Corbion, Novamont and Biotech/Sphere) have so far collectively invested 
1.6 billion Euro in plant construction and joint ventures, as well as a further research and 
development. Furthermore, more than 100 million euros of the 1-billion-euro Biobased 
Industry Joint Undertaking fund were spent for research and development in this field. This 
is demonstrative of our industry’s commitment to the EU’s bioeconomy and acting as a 
credible partner to achieve this needed shift. 
 
600,000 tonnes of compostable and bio-based plastics were produced in the EU in 2021, 
this figure is estimated to reach 1.3 million tonnes by 2026. The result of a potential ban on 
compostable plastics and the de facto adherence to fossil-based plastics may not only 
compromise our ability to reach our own targets and those set by the policymakers but 
would also jeopardise the European Union’s current leadership role in the sector, as 
displayed by the case studies mentioned previously. In consequence, this would shift 
important innovations to other parts of the world such as China, India, Australia and the 
United States, where compostable packaging currently receives positive incentives and a 
favourable regulatory landscape.        

. . . 
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We therefore call upon the European Commission to respect its original political direction, 
the principle of proportionality and to ensure a level playing field for all circular 
technologies. It is important not to close the door on a promising and innovative sector in 
Europe, which we see as one of the options at our disposal to move towards a zero-waste 
future. We would be happy to discuss this in greater detail and provide you with more 
information should it be needed. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Hasso v. Pogrell 
Managing Director 
 
Attachment Co-Signatures 
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Rudi Eswein, Sales Technical Specialties / 
Compostable Biopolymers, 
AGRANA Stärke GmbH 

Tom van Aken, CEO, 
Avantium 

  
  

 

Mia Anna Pettersson, Vice President of 
Biopolymers, 
BASF 

Stefan Barot, CEO, 
BIOTEC 

  
  

Emmanuel Ladent, President,  
Carbiolice 

Michael Salzberg, Chief Executive Officer, 
CovationBio 

  
 

 
Bart De Keyser, Managing Director, 
Earthfirst Sideplax 

Patrick Zimmermann, Execute Board, 
FKuR Kunststoff 

  
  

Adrian Cave, Managing Director,  
Futamura EMEA region 

Frédéric Van Gansberghe, CEO,  
Futerro 

  

 

 

Kan Okabe, President,  
Kaneka Europe Holding Company NV 

Doug Cunningham, President,  
EMEA Consumer Business, 
Kimberly-Clark 
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Riche Altice, President & CEO,  
NatureWorks 

Catia Bastioli, CEO,  
Novamont 

  
  

Gianluca Balzamo, R&D Sr. Research 
Scientist Packaging Sustainability Polymer 
Science – Hygiene, 
Reckitt Benckiser Global 

Robert I. de Jong, Chief Executive Officer, 
Solinatra 

  
  

John Persenda, Founder and CEO, 
SPHERE 

Alessandra Funcia, Head of Sales and 
Marketing and Management Member, 
Sukano 

  
 
 
 

 

Simonetta Rima 
Head Bio-monomers & Bio-polymers R&D, 
Sulzer Chemtech 

Mario Molinaro, Business Team Director for 
Flexible Films, 
TI Group  

  

 

 
 

Daphna Nissenbaum, CEO,  
TIPA Compostable Packaging 

Thomas Philipon, CEO, 
TotalEnergies Corbion 

 


