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Organic recycling within the circular
economy: The role of compostable plastics
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Our vision: Bioplastics drive the evolution of plastics

• Our Vision 
Bioplastics drive the evolution of plastics and contribute significantly to a 
sustainable society.

• Our Mission
European Bioplastics’ mission is to align the bioplastics value chain and work in 
partnership with various stakeholders towards a favourable landscape enabling the 
bioplastics market to grow. 

European Bioplastics: gathers over 25 years of bioplastics experience
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Supporting standardisation, certification & labelling

• EUBP is a member of the relevant 
standardisation committees at DIN and 
CEN level, e.g. CEN/TC 411 on bio-
based products

• We support independent third party 
certification according to acknowledged 
standards

• EUBP owns the Seedling mark for 
(industrial) compostability awarded by 
certifiers DIN CERTCO and TÜV Austria 
Belgium

• We provide comprehensive information 
on standardisation, e.g. in our fact sheet 
on relevant industry standards and labels 
(download on our website)



4

• Use of annual re-growing crops

• Supply security

• Reduced use of fossil resources

• Reduced dependency on oil 
imports

• Cascade use: First industrial use, 
then energy production

• Increased use of platform 
chemicals (e.g. bio-based 
succinic acid)

Functionality
• New applications
• Enhanced performance

Bioplastics - multiple benefits on different levels

Environment
• Climate protection

• Resource efficiency

End-of-life
• Mechanical recycling
• Organic recycling
• Thermal recovery
• Feedstock recovery

Social dimension
• Consumer acceptance

• Job creation and security

• Potential to develop rural areas

Renewable resources 
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Political and regulatory opportunities



6

The European Commission‘s GREEN DEAL

Green Deal: touches on bioplastics in many areas !
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Bioplastics in a circular economy

How can the revision of the Essential Requirements for the PPWD help?
• Adapt definition of recycling to include organic recycling
• Ensure Mandatory bio-waste collection 

Why? 
1) Biodegradable/compostable products (such as food packaging or bio-waste 
bags) help to collect more bio-waste and to divert it from landfills / incineration; 
2) Biodegradable/compostable products ( such as tea bags or bio-waste bin liners) 
can help to reduce traditional plastics pollution of compost. 
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Communication on a Policy Framework for bio-based and 
biodegradable/compostable plastics – due Q4 2021

3 Guiding Principles 

The role of bio-based, biodegradable and compostable plastics in the EU Green 
Deal & New Circular Economy Action Plan

1. The need for climate neutral materials: Materials and manufactured products 
account for nearly one fifth of the total EU CO2 emissions.  A circular economy
must address the potential for climate change mitigation offered by materials 
storing carbon dioxide and replacing the need for further fossil carbon extraction. 

2. The benefits of organic waste recovery: Industrial and home compostable 
products will help achieve the EU’s ambitious targets for organic waste recovery 
and its diversion away from landfill and incineration by the end of 2023. 

3. The need to drive Innovation: Innovation in biological production and processing 
systems should play an increasingly central role in the creation of a circular 
bioeconomy and a ‘zero waste’ society. If enabled, innovation in this sector 
which is significantly led by EU companies, will continue to contribute towards 
environmental sustainability goals whilst creating jobs and growth. 
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Thank you!

European Bioplastics e.V.
Marienstr. 19-20, D- 10117 Berlin (Mitte)

Phone. +49 (0) 30 28482 350
Fax +49 (0) 30 28482 359
info@european-bioplastics.org

http://www.european-bioplastics.org
http://twitter.com/EUBioplastics


