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Berlin, 30 November 2017 – The 12th European Bioplastics Conference,
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ing innovations forward for more sustainability, resource efficiency,e-mail
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ing speech, François de Bie, Chairman of European Bioplastics (EUBP),
organiser of the conference, highlighted some of the major achievements of the bioplastics industry in the past year:
“Europe is a world leader in developing and commercialising innovative biopolymers. This year’s
conference is yet again witness to the many technological developments and the outstanding progress of the bioplastics industry, with more investments than ever made in innovation and growth.
Many of the pioneers in the industry are expanding their existing production capacities. They are
responding to the increased demand for innovative and sustainable biopolymers by brands and
consumers alike. At the same time, the commitment of the European Commission to the transition to a circular economy and the stronger political support for the bioeconomy on the whole are
crucial signals and are further accelerating the growth momentum of the bioplastics industry in
Europe.”

The European Bioplastics Conference 2017 attracted over 330 senior executives from across the
bioplastics value chain, from brands, policy makers, academia, and NGOs, making it the leading business and networking platform of the bioplastics industry in Europe and beyond. Major
brands, including PepsiCo, Danone, Nestlé Waters, and Marks and Spencer outlined their efforts
and initiatives to reduce their environmental footprint and the role of bioplastics in achieving these
goals. Sandeep Kulkarni from PepsiCo stressed the company’s commitment to increase the use
of bio-based materials and to make 100 percent of their packaging either recyclable or compostable by 2025. Danone and Nestlé Waters spoke about their combined efforts to introduce a 100
percent bio-based PET bottle by 2020 that uses second-generation ligno-cellulosic feedstock.
Toymaker BioBUDDi presented their new line of toy building blocks made from bio-based PE that
can achieve similar colour, strength, and durability properties as conventional toy blocks made
from fossil-based ABS.
Another highly anticipated session was the presentation of the 2017 market data update shared
by Katrin Schwede, Head of Communications at EUBP: “The global production capacities of bioplastics are expected to grow by 20 percent in the next five years,” said Schwede. This development was confirmed in several presentations by manufacturers discussing their plans for starting
or scaling up production. The conference also featured some of the biggest developments in innovative materials and building blocks for biopolymers of the past year, such as the water soluble,
biodegradable thermoplastic pellets made from milk protein introduced by Lactips. Corbion presented their progress in the development of a biocatalyst process to produce FDCA from sugars
as monomer for the production of PEF. PEF is a new biopolymer that is similar to PET, i.e. fully
recyclable, but 100 percent bio-based, and with better barrier properties capable of prolonging
shelf-life and thus reducing food waste. According to one of the main producers, Synvina, a joint
venture between BASF and Avantium, PEF is expected to enter the market in 2020.
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A session dedicated on mechanical recycling explored the end-of-life options of bioplastics and
confirmed that biopolymers have no negative effects on existing waste streams. Against the background of the on-going revision of the EU waste legislation, the panelists agreed that greater
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investments in the waste sorting infrastructures are key to improving the quality
and volumes of recycling in Europe. At the same time, increased efforts in the harmonisationMarienstr.
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the benefits of bioplastics in a transparent manner. During the conference,
the Germany-based
info@european-bioplastics.org
certification body DIN CERTCO and EUBP celebrated 20 years ofe-mail
the Seedling
logo, a label for
web www.european-bioplastics.org
industrial compostability of products according to the harmonised standard
EN 13432, that contributes to increasing international awareness and recognition of certified bioplastic materials as
mark of quality and to helping producers and consumers to make informed choices.
MAIP Slr, an Italian plastics producer, was awarded the 12th Global Bioplastics Award, hosted by
the bioplastics MAGAZINE, for the development of their bio-technopolymer ‘I am NATURE’, a special PHBH-based compound suitable for high-temperature applications such as a newly designed
series of light switch cover frames by ABB. For more information about the Bioplastics Award, the
winner, and finalists please go to: www.bioplasticsmagazine.com.
The 12th edition of the European Bioplastics Conference was yet another successful meeting of the
industry with over 330 participants from 200 companies and 30 countries connecting and catching up on the latest developments and trends in the bioplastics industry in Europe. 36 companies
showcased a great diversity of the newest products, materials, and applications at the exhibition
alongside the conference. European Bioplastics extends a special thank you to the sponsors of
this year’s conference: BASF, BIOTEC, DIN CERTCO, NatureWorks, Sulzer, and Total Corbion PLA,
for their support.
Photos and impressions of the 12th European Bioplastics Conference 2017 are available on the
EUBP website: http://www.european-bioplastics.org/news/multimedia-pictures-videos/ (© European Bioplastics)
More information on the market data update 2017 is also available on the website: http://www.
european-bioplastics.org/global-market-for-bioplastics-to-grow-by-20-percent/
Speakers at the 12th European Bioplastics Conference 2017:
Sabine Amberg-Schwab (Fraunhofer ISC), Jean-François Briois (Nestlé), Michael Carus (nova-Institut), Stefan Corbus (Kuraray
Eval Europe), François de Bie (Total Corbion PLA), Sam Deconinck (OWS), Francesco Degli Innocenti (Novamont), Leela DilkesHoffman (University of Queensland), Joanna Dupont-Inglis (EuropaBio – The European Association for Bioindustries), Oliver Ehlert
(DIN CERTCO), Lidia Garcia (AITIIP), Carlos Gil (Nurel), Marie-Hélène Grammatikoff (Lactips), Tobias Hartmann (TU Chemnitz),
Gernot Jäger (Covestro), Kees Joziasse (Total Corbion PLA), Leon Korving (Waterschap Brabantse Delta), Andreas Künkel (BASF),
Sandeep Kulkarni (PepsiCo Global R&D), Erwin Lepoudre (Kaneka), Karin Molenveld (Wageningen Food & Biobased Research),
Ramani Narayan (Michigan State University), Jean-Marc Nony (Sphere/Club Bio-plastiques), Françoise Poulat (Danone), Stephan
Roest (Corbion Group), Patrick Schiffers and Erol Beyatli (Synvina), Elena Schmidt (Roundtable on Sustainable Biomaterials),
Helmut Schmitz (Der Grüne Punkt / DSD - Duales System Holding), Katrin Schwede (European Bioplastics), David Thomas (VTT
Chemical Process Technologies), Steven van Bommel (BiOBUDDi), Hasso von Pogrell (European Bioplastics), Mariagiovanna
Vetere (NatureWorks LLC), Kevin Vyse (Marks and Spencer), Justin Zeulner (Green Sports Alliance).
Exhibitors at the 12th European Bioplastics Conference 2017:
ABM Composite, AIMPLAS, API, Bagessfoam, BASF, Bio Base Europe Pilot Plant, Biofibre, bioplastics MAGAZINE, BIOTEC,
DIN CERTCO, ECHO, EuropaBio, FKuR, Global Biopolymers Thailand, IfBB, Indochine Bio Plastiques (ICBP), IKT - Institut für
Kunststofftechnik (Universität Stuttgart), ITENE, Lactips, MCPP - Mitsubishi Chemical, NatureWorks, nova-Institut, Novamont,
Omya, OWS, Packaging Europe, PTT MCC Biochem, Sukano, Sulzer, Sustainability Consult, Sustainable Materials Expo, Synbra,
thinkstep, Total Corbion PLA, Vinçotte, VTT Chemical Process Technologies.
About European Bioplastics:
European Bioplastics (EUBP) is the European association representing the interests of the bioplastics industry along the entire
value chain. Its members produce, refine and distribute bioplastics i.e. plastics that are bio-based, biodegradable, or both. More
information is available at www.european-bioplastics.org.
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